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acquainted with the subject. I cannot write upon a subject I know nothing of ... I shall give it the title of The Two Virginians. ... I shall lay the scene in Virginia. There will be two brothers who will be prominent characters; one will take the English side in the war, and the other the American; and they will both be in love with the same girl." And now, his political hopes disappointed, for a time at least, he went back to his desk; and in November, 1857, appeared the first number of The Virginians.